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MEDIA RELEASE
September 26, 1986
TWO BUSY FLATHEAD VALLEY RESIDENTS
TAKE TIME TO SERVE ON UM'S ALUMNI BOARD
By Carol Susan Woodruff
UM News and Publications

MISSOULA —
Susie Beaulaurier Clark of Bigfork and Dorothy Pemberton
Laird of Whitefish are extremely busy women.

They divide their

time among family, career, community service and leisure
activities.
They also take time to participate on the University of
Montana Alumni board —
as a two-year delegate.

Clark as a three-year director and Laird
They help UM organize events, work on

legislative and community relations, and participate in fund
raising efforts.
The Alumni board, made up of 14 directors, is the policy
making group for UM's approximately 40,000-member Alumni
Association.

The board is aided in its work by 13 delegates.

Clark, who studied foreign languages at UM from 1965 through
1967, said her loyalty to UM led her to join the Board.

"I

joined because of my interest in UM and my loyalty and school
spirit,
I can.

she says.

"I want to help promote the school in any way

Also, I'm a dyed-in-the-wool Grizzly fan."
more
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She's had plenty of experience promoting causes.

As an

account executive with KCFW-TV in Kalispell, she helps clients
come up with promotion ideas and sees the resulting commercials
through to completion.
Before joining the staff of KCFW six months ago, Clark did
promotion work for Media Productions in Kalispell.

She also

promotes United Way and the Conrad Mansion in Kalispell.
Clark's promotional skills extend to drama as well.

A

member of the Bigfork Community Players, she acts in plays during
the winter whose proceeds go toward building a new theater.
She's also taught drama to children as part of the Bigfork school
system's Focus program.
The single parent of three sons, aged 19, 15 and 7, she
manages to find time for downhill skiing and golfing, too.
She says she's busier now than when she first became a board
member, but she doesn't regret her commitment of time to UM.

"It

gives me a stronger attachment to the University," she says.

"I

have a greater awareness of what's going on there."
Dorothy Laird, who in 1974 moved to Whitefish after 20 years
in Lakewood, Colo., and Springfield, Mass., earned her bachelor's
degree in English from UM in 1963.

She later received her

master's degree in library science at the University of Denver.
A native of Broadus, Laird was happy to return to her home
state.

"Big-city life was beginning to wear a little thin," she

says.
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Whitefish was a natural place to settle, she says, because
of the recreation opportunities it offers,

she and her husband,

Tom, a Butte native who earned an economics degree from UM in
1964, own a sailboat and an airplane they're both licensed to
fly.

Their sons, 16-year-old Scott and 13-year-old Kent, are

interested in downhill ski racing.
Laird, who taught school in Great Falls, Colorado and
Massachusetts before moving to Whitefish, says she's the only
elementary school librarian in Whitefish.

she works half time at

the Muldown Elementary School, where she teaches 23 classes a
week on how to use the library.

Tom Laird owns the Laird and

Associates data processing company.
Dorothy Laird shares Clark's interest in theater.

As a

member of the Whitefish Theatre Co. board, she promotes the
company's three major yearly productions.
Spending a long time away from Montana has given Laird
perspective on her feelings about UM.
"Having lived outside the state for so long, I've come to
realize how important a part of my life UM is," she says.
"Wherever I've gone, I've felt that my education was equal to
anyone else's.

I decided I wanted to participate more actively

in the University's business."
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